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Volunteer Edinburgh  

Annual General Meeting 2025 

 

Tuesday 7th October 2025 at 5.30pm 

At 222 Leith Walk, Edinburgh, EH6 5EQ and via Zoom  

 

Present: in person Joe Goldblatt (Convenor), Mike Reid (Treasurer), Karen Filsell, Louise 

Henderson, Myles Grima, Sabine Klaus-Carter 

on Zoom, Bethany Biggar, Iain Templeton, Laura Morrison (Vice Convenor), Tanya Howden, 

Anna Mak (Homestart Edinburgh), Sarah Anderson (University of Edinburgh) 

 

In Attendance: in person), Paul Wilson (Chief Officer), John Lawrie (individual member), 

Rhea Philpot (Finance Manager) 

 

 

1. Welcome & Chair’s comments 

 

Joe welcomed everyone to the meeting and noted what a sterling example we have set 

as an organization. Joe highlighted how our two signature annual events, the autumn 

Volunteer Recruitment Fair and the summer Inspiring Volunteers awards exemplify how 

important and cherished volunteering is within our city. Joe thanked the VE trustees and 

staff for an excellent year with many successes, despite all of the major global and local 

challenges.  

 

2. Apologies 

 

Apologies were received from Edward Hibbert, John Bacigalupo, Marion Findlay (Director 

of Services), Rebekka Ford on behalf of Four Square Approve  

 

3. Approve minutes of AGM held on 08th October 2024 

 

Minutes of the previous year’s AGM were reviewed and approved as an accurate record.  

 

 

4. Treasurer’s report, presentation of audited accounts 

 

Mike presented the audited accounts, highlighting points in the Directors’ report and 

changes in the figures since the previous year. Mike reported that there were no issues to 

raise from the audit. Mike invited questions from those present and then confirmed the 

accounts were approved at our previous September meeting.  

 

The accounts were approved at the previous September board meeting.  

 

5. Appointment of auditors – Whitelaw Wells 

 

Mike reported that the Finance Subgroup had reviewed with Whitelaw Wells how they 

maintain impartiality and independence, given the fact that they have been auditors for 

several years and there had been a previous question about the duration of the auditor’s 

relationship. The trustees were reassured that their professional standards are sufficient to 

justify appointment for a further year.  
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Joe Goldblatt proposed appointment of Whitelaw Wells and Mike Reid seconded this. All 

attendees agreed with the proposal. 

 

Joe expressed thanks to Mike for his continued support as Treasurer and to the Finance 

Subgroup for their input. 

 

1. Election of Member Directors – Bethany Biggar, Myles Grima, Louise Henderson, 

Edward Hibbert, Tanya Howden, Laura Morrison, Mike Reid, Iain Templeton  

 

Joe Goldblatt proposed that Bethany Biggar, Myles Grima, Louise Henderson, Edward 

Hibbert, Tanya Howden, Laura Morrison, Mike Reid, and Iain Templeton be re-elected to 

the Board of Directors. Sabine Klaus-Carter seconded the motion. All attendees agreed. 

 

6. AOCB 

 

Our current financial position and the need for future funding were briefly raised. This will be 

discussed in more detail at the future fundraising subgroups and board meetings.  

 

The trustees acknowledged Karen Filsell’s retirement and thanked her for her dedication 

and hard work over many years.  

Karen formally retired from the board.  

 

 

The annual general meeting closed. 

 

 

            


