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“I don’t think I would have
realised what I wanted to do
if I hadn’t volunteered here.”

VEGL150517

“Volunteering isn’t just
about helping others.
You are giving yourself
an opportunity for
personal growth.”

“It has made an incredible
difference to my life, it is
wonderful and is widening
my horizons and helping
me grow in ways I didn’t
think were possible.”

“It’s where I live and I
want to make it better.”

Edinburgh is a vibrant, beautiful and diverse city. Part of what makes it such
an amazing place to live is the people. People from all backgrounds. People of
all ages and differing experiences. Just ordinary people, but they give a little of
their time and make Edinburgh what it is. These people are everywhere. In every
neighbourhood. You can’t always see them and you might not know what they do
or who they are, but these people, at all hours of the day, every day of the year
are making the city better. Helping. Improving. Changing the world.
Some call themselves volunteers. Others don’t. It doesn’t really matter, without
them every single one of us would feel the loss of what they do. No matter who
you are or where you live in Edinburgh your life will have been affected by one of
these people.
Edinburgh needs more of these people. Could you be one of them? All around
the city there are organisations who need your help. They need just a little of your
time and your enthusiasm. They educate, govern, support, enable. They improve
our built and natural landscapes. They support the cultural health of Edinburgh.
They work with people in need.
Anyone can become one of these people. No matter what your age or experience
there is something that you can get involved in that helps, that makes Edinburgh
a better city for everyone. The range of things that you can do is so diverse we
can only hint at the choice and variety. You might have an hour a week, a couple
of hours a month or you might have more time. Doesn’t matter if you are working,
in education, looking for work or retired, there is something that you can do.
You can change the world. You can meet new people and learn new things
and know that you are someone who does something amazing.
For yourself, for others, for Edinburgh.
We are here to help. We can help you find the perfect thing for you. The thing that
you enjoy, that satisfies, that lets you know that you really are the one making the
difference. The one making our city.

“Since starting volunteering
I have gained new contacts
and friendships with people
I know and trust.”

“I didn’t do it for my
health but it has made
a big difference to
my wellbeing.”

At Volunteer Edinburgh we have four decades of experience of helping people
like you to find the right volunteering role. And the choice of what you can do is
vast. Whether you are new to volunteering or have been doing it for years we can
offer information and support, no matter what your circumstances.
Volunteering is a simple word with a big impact. It’s not just the difference that it
makes to peoples’ lives and the city but the difference it can make to you.
It is proven to improve health and wellbeing and can make all the difference when
looking for work or when starting out in education. You get the chance to do things
that you never thought you would, make new friends, enjoy yourself and all the
time knowing that what you are doing is genuinely changing the world.
So if you are not sure what you can do, what you want to do or what you might
enjoy then we are here to help.
We are based on Leith Walk and everyone is welcome to come in for a chat.
It’s relaxed, friendly and we would love to see you. We can give information and
advice and support if you feel you would like that. You can also get loads of
information on our website volunteeredinburgh.org.uk
However you choose to get in touch we would like to help you become one of the
many people making Edinburgh what it is.

If you are not sure about the type of volunteering that’s right for you, but you know
you want to do something, you can get more information and start looking at
opportunities on our website. Alternatively drop in to see us and speak to one of
our specialist advisers on Leith Walk.
We are open Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 5.00pm. On Friday we are open
9.30am to 4.00pm and we are closed on the first Tuesday of each month.
We can also help with specialist advice and support on using volunteering as a
route back to employment and on subjects such as disability issues, recovering
from illness or lack of confidence.
You can keep in touch with all the latest volunteering opportunities and news
as well as special features on volunteering in Edinburgh by signing up to our
monthly e-bulletin on our homepage.
We are also on social media. You can find us on Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube and Instagram. Just search for Volunteer Edinburgh.
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